Welcome Address by Eustace Onuegbu, President, International Network for Corporate Social Responsibility (IN-CSR)

His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Lagos State, Gov. Akinwunmi Ambode
Our keynote speakers at this opening session
Mrs. Toyin F. Sanni, Former Group Managing Director of United Capital PLC and Founder/CEO Emerging Africa Group 

Chief Ewie Aimienwauu, Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of UKPA Energy Company Ltd (Pioneer Waste-to-Energy Company) and 
Dr Ndidi Nnoli, Group Chief, Sustainability and Governance, Dangote Group PLC 
Dr Maria Ria Nonyana, Chief Director, Department of Trade and Industry, Republic of South Africa as the Guest Speaker
Our Partners -

Civil Society Coalition for Sustainable Development (CSCSD)

Our Sponsors -
Zenith Bank PLC

The Professional Evaluation and Certification Board, (PECB) Canada 

De Bernards Consulting Ltd

Our Awardees -
Prof Ndubuisi Ekekwe, Founder and Chairman, Fasmicro Group USA/Nigeria

Mrs Ugochi Oluigbo, News Anchor and Environmental Journalist, TVC
Chief Ewie Aimienwauu (Pioneer Waste-to-Energy company)

Dr Anthony Ifechukwu, Former Director, Governors’ Office, Central Bank of Nigeria
On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the International Network for Corporate Social Responsibility and all our partners for the 4th Africa Conference on Business and Human Rights, it is my pleasure and honour to welcome all special guests and distinguished speakers from all around the world representing the business community, academia, policy makers and the civil society. I am also delighted to welcome participants from far and near who have taken time out to attend this year’s Conference in order to help move the Sustainability agenda forward, aiming to help achieve sustainable development goals (SDGs) in Nigeria and Africa at large. 
This 4th Africa Conference is themed “Advancing Sustainability Principles for National Development” as the global community is working to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which include ending extreme poverty, decent work and economic growth, water and sanitation, affordable clean energy and providing quality education among others. The SDGs form a universally agreed blueprint and have galvanized unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the world’s poorest. It is not a coincidence that regarding sustainable development, the business sphere also has an important role to play, particularly the responsibility of large corporations
This year’s conference therefore will be laser focused on providing practical skills, pragmatic frameworks and strategies that will help organisations and policy makers become more competitive, more efficient and more successful. With stakeholders’ increasing emphasis on social responsibility, sustainability, SDG Impact and Reporting, the forum will focus on the following sub themes –
1.
The Imperatives of Sustainable Stock Exchange for Economic Growth in Africa 

2.
The Intersection between CSR, SDGs and Sustainability Strategies 

3.
Sustainable Banking – Assessing Social and Environmental Risks 

4.
Affordable Renewable Energy: A Solution to Climate Change and Catalyst for National Development 
To His Excellency, Gov. Ambode, the Executive Governor of Lagos State, we thank you so much for believing in our vision and sending your representatives. 

I am privileged for the opportunity to thank Mr. Peter Amangbo, Group Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of Zenith Bank PLC for his financial support and partnership in past two years. As a leading sustainability bank in Nigeria and Africa at large, being the first bank to ever publish a sustainability report in line with GRI guidelines and standards, we are very proud of your achievements. We also thank the Sustainability team and the entire sustainability champions all over the country who has worked with us on other programmes since the beginning of the year, we cherish your dedication. Together, we will make Africa a better place to live and work!
The involvement and partnership of the Civil Society Coalition for Sustainable Development (CSCSD) has made this programme more successful. We therefore appreciate every member who has travelled from different parts of the country to attend this event. I am, confident that it will be worth your time and efforts.
To Prof. Meuleman who is not present at this year’s conference but worked hard from the United Nations office in New York to provide guidance and direction as well recommend IN-CSR to be admitted as a member of the United Nations high level SDG group, we are very grateful to you, thank you so much for believing in us!
Our appreciation also goes to the representatives of the Senate, Federal Government, Lagos State Government, United Nations, African Union, Economic Community for West African States (ECOWAS), African Development Bank, Embassies and diplomatic missions, Federal ministries and other civil society organisations  
I personally wish to thank the local organizing committee for this year’s conference, made up of hardworking men and women from different organisations and our board of trustees for their time in making today‘s event a great success.

In the next two days, we will be engaged in a process of sharing the wisdom, experience and knowledge of distinguished experts and Sustainability practitioners from around Africa and beyond as well as the policy outlook of our Government and other regulatory agencies including the Senate, the Office of the President, the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE). 

As we progress in our discussions, the strategic importance of achieving SDGs through effective implementation of Sustainability policies will become clearer to all parties. It will also be clear on how it benefits all parties. The continuing achievement of good quality of life requires concerted and sustainable effort not only through government initiatives but through effective sustainability strategies as well. With effective regulatory policies on commercial lending, non-financial reporting, investments, etc., organisations will be more aware of any salient risks to their stakeholders and act proactively to address them thereby sustaining their business in the long term while confidently attracting investments and increasing bottom-line. 

Once more, thank you to everyone present for being part of this historic event, may I now invite our partners Civil Society Coalition for Sustainable Development to deliver their remarks. Together, we’ll make Africa a better place to live and work.
Thank you and enjoy the meeting!
Eustace Onuegbu
President 
International Network for Corporate Social Responsibility 

